
January 22, 2020 

Dear Parents of Middle School Students: 

I am pleased to inform you of some exciting changes taking place in middle schools 
next year. Middle school principals have worked hard this year developing changes to 
the middle school program that will positively affect all students. 

Principals identified best practices in middle school based on extensive research and a 
thorough examination of the Virginia Profile of a Graduate. The core competencies 
identified through the Profile of a Graduate include communication, collaboration, critical 
thinking, creative thinking, and citizenship. By focusing on these skills, administrators 
can ensure that students are prepared to not only graduate from high school but also 
prepared for success on whatever career path they choose.    

Recognizing that students have different talents, interests, and backgrounds, we need 
to provide a differentiated learning experience, to the extent possible, to challenge, 
engage, and excite middle school learners. In order to achieve a differentiated learning 
experience, administrators developed courses that would stimulate curiosity and 
enthusiasm for learning. Therefore, the school division will potentially offer a number of 
additional elective courses at the middle school level. 

Today your children took the interest inventory to allow administrators to determine 
which courses would interest middle school students. They will use the results of the 
interest inventory to help guide course development and teacher selection. Later this 
year, rising 6th, 7th, and 8th-grade students will have an opportunity to formally select the 
courses they would like to take next year. 

Please take the interest inventory to give administrators a better idea of the courses you 
would like as options for your students. There is a full description of the proposed 
courses in the link provided.  

In February, each middle school will invite parents to an information night to learn more 
about the changes to the middle school program next year. For parents of rising 6th-
grade students, the 6th-grade orientation and parent night will both take place on March 
31. More information regarding these events is forthcoming. Thank you in advance for 
your help and participation. 
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http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/profile-grad/index.shtml

